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Chairman's Message
by Cathie Foster

Happy New Year!  In any well-run organization,
those in leadership roles take time to reflect on past
efforts and make decisions about how to proceed
going forward.  At our Annual Meeting, in November,
we reviewed the 20 events, activities and ongoing
efforts the Friends have undertaken during the last
fiscal year.  The good news is that all of those have
succeeded in drawing people to Brooker Creek
Preserve, and so we will continue to offer them.

More good news is that we have begun, in the 2018
fiscal year, a series of ongoing art exhibits in our
Art Gallery in the auditorium.  This is important
because it gives us all a chance to view the natural
world through artistic impressions, and also because
it brings in visitors to the Preserve who might not
otherwise come.  My own circle of friends includes
many nature enthusiasts, but also some who are not so
comfortable in the great outdoors.  One of my
resolutions this year is to get as many of those
friends as I can to join me in some event or activity
at the Preserve; perhaps Music in the Woods, the art
exhibits, the Star Party, the Brooker Reading Club,
or an interesting program.  We know there are many
folks who come to Brooker for the first time and are
in awe of, not only the beautiful Education Center,
but the fantastic hiking trails and the many programs offered.  I encourage each of you to share
your love of Brooker with as many of YOUR friends as possible this year by inviting them to come
with you to your favorite activities here!  Help spread the word about this wonderful treasure we
have!

Wishing you all the best in 2018!  Cathie

January - February 2018
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Save the Dates
Upcoming Friends Events

Dec. 22 - Jan. 7 National Audubon Society Exhibit:
                     2017 Best Avian Photography
Jan.  6     Brooker Book Club 9:30-10:30 am
Jan.  13    Night Hike 6-8 pm
Jan.  20   Return the Preserve Work Day
Jan.  21   Taylor Ikin Artist Reception 1-3 pm
Jan. 21 - Apr. 1   Gallery Exhibit:  Taylor Ikin
Jan.  27   Wildflower Garden Work Day 9-11 am
Feb.  3    Brooker Book Club 9:30 - 10:30 am
Feb.  4    Music Jamboree 2-4 pm

Feb. 11    Music in the Woods:  Florida
                 Cracker Cowboys 3:30-6:00 pm
Feb. 17    Painting on Yupo: A Workshop with
                    Taylor Ikin 10 am-2 pm
Feb. 17    Star Party 6:30 - 10:30 pm
Feb. 17    Night Hike 6:30 pm
Feb. 24   Wildflower Garden Work Day 9-11 am

We thank the donors below who have chosen to adopt an acre of the
Preserve.

 In memory of Betsy Rutledge from Barb & Eddie Hoffman.

See page 15 for the Adopt an Acre Form and additional information.

Coyote tracks from the 2017
Off the Beaten Path sandhill
hike.  Photo by Craig Huegel.
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Music in the Woods: 2PM – Nov. 11

The Friends hosted two wonderful music groups this Fall!  In November the group,
2PM, entertained many people with their contemporary folk music.  (See attached
photos)

Meriggiare String Quartet - Dec. 10

In December, the string quartet, Meriggiare, played gorgeous music to an
audience of approximately 100 people.  A slideshow of artwork, from the same
turn-of-the-century era as the music, was a great addition to the experience this
year.  Many thanks to the Friends' donor who brought these four musicians to our
auditorium!  Thanks, also, to Jon Burr and Lynn Whitelaw for the beautiful
slideshow!

These events could not happen without volunteers, and Jane Myers would like to
thank everyone who gave their time and energy!

Upcoming Music Events

Music Jamboree:  Feb. 4, 2018

Our next Jamboree will be held on Sunday, Feb. 4, 2:00 - 4:00 pm, at the
outdoor Music Pavilion (We will move indoors if weather doesn't cooperate).
 Please bring your acoustic instruments and join in the fun!

2PM concert in our
outdoor music pavilion,
photos by Jane Myers.

2PM after dark, photo
by Allyn Childress
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Presents A Music in the Woods Series Event
Come enjoy the Florida Cracker Cowboys’  eclectic mix of bluegrass and contemporary
music, at our music pavilion. Remember to bring chairs and a picnic.
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A Bit of Early History of Brooker Creek Preserve – Part 2
By: Craig Huegel

Several issues ago, I wrote about the early history of Brooker Creek Preserve. In this issue, I
will add to that story. Brooker Creek Preserve did not begin as a conservation initiative. It was
all about Pinellas County taking preemptive measures to prepare for the future development that
was envisioned.  Land that would someday become part of the Preserve was land intended for
wellfields and trash disposal.

The runaway development that characterized Pinellas County for much of its early history met its
first real obstacle in the growing public concern for the environment that began to seep into the
nation in the mid-1960’s and which culminated in the inauguration of the first Earth Day on 22
April 1970. What began here in Pinellas County as an organized concern over the dredging and
incremental destruction of Boca Ciega Bay in the late 1960’s, resulted in special legislation
prohibiting its dredging several years later. Pinellas County responded in several ways to this
cultural shift directed at concern for the environment. Of most impact to Brooker Creek Preserve
were the meetings and input that led to the so-called Red
Flag Charrette published in 1972.  This publication
brought together city and County government officials,
environmental interests, architects, planners, and private
citizens to identify and prioritize environmental lands
throughout the County for protection, potential
acquisition, and environmental management. As an
outgrowth of the 1972 Charrette, the citizens of Pinellas
County supported the first referendum (of several)
presented to them by the Board to increase ad-valorem
taxes to purchase parkland and environmentally-sensitive
land. In 1974, the Board established the Pinellas County
Department of Environmental Management, for the first
time employing a full staff of environmental
professionals. All of these significant events occurred
within the three years from 1972 to 1974.

The most obvious result of the Red Flag Charrette
was that Pinellas County had very few options to
meet preservation and conservation goals. The only
viable one was to get serious about protecting the
only large tract of undeveloped land that still
remained – land in the northeastern corner of the
County; the land that would become Brooker Creek
Preserve.

Brooker Creek sunset, photos by Julia Myers.
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The creation of the Environmental Management Department was a purposeful decision to separate
lands that would be managed primarily for public use (the Parks Department) from lands that
would be managed primarily for their environmental value. The Parks would emphasize passive (and
some active) public uses within a natural-lands framework; the Preserves would allow for passive
public uses as long as those uses did not cause damage to the integrity of the environmental
resources. This is a major philosophical difference and one that has had to be revisited many times
since.

The County already owned land in what is now Brooker Creek Preserve. The wellfields south of
Keystone Road were not presently needed to generate potable water and the second incinerator
idea was scrapped as unnecessary. It was at this time that the County met with officials of the
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) for help in further land acquisitions.
SWFWMD had funds from the state for this purpose thanks to the initial P2000 Program. Over
the next few years, they purchased nearly all of the land from our southern border in the City of
Oldsmar to the diagonal powerline. Pinellas County purchased key properties south of the current
education center. Together, these lands constituted the nearly 5,000 acre Brooker Creek Preserve
that was unveiled to the public in early 1991.

A lot has changed since that time. I was hired as the Preserve’s first manager in 1992. I helped to
establish the first Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve shortly after that. Together, we pushed to
expand both the land and the programs that constitute what we have today. We’ve nearly doubled
the acreage of what is now a contiguous conservation area. Some of this land has yet to be
formalized within the recognized borders of Brooker Creek Preserve, but that seems a moot point
right now as it is protected as conservation land. We have built one of the best facilities in
Florida to help educate our residents about the importance of land conservation, we have built one

of the strongest citizen support organizations anywhere, and we have
fought the battles that needed fighting and supported the programs
that needed supporting.

What we know as Brooker Creek Preserve was forged by citizen
action in the 1960’s and shaped by citizen
action after its inception in 1991. It will
remain healthy only through our continued
involvement with County government and
other governmental agencies. Your
continued involvement is vital; never feel
complacent about how important you are
and continue to help us grow and prosper in
the years ahead.

Dung beetle and
summer milkweed,
photos by Craig
Huegel.
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News from the Wildflower Garden
By Pam Brown

Volunteers work to maintain this garden as a wildflower meadow that contains wildflowers native to
Brooker Creek Preserve.  Most of the plants have gone to seed and we let those seeds fall in hopes
of increasing the number of wildflower plants in the garden.  Not much is in bloom now, but the
lyre-leaf sage should be sending up spikes of blue flowers in late January followed by violets.  We
took November and December off from working in the garden during the Holidays.  Beginning in
January or February we will be creating a bog garden in a corner of the Wildflower Garden so
that we can plant some of the wildflowers that prefer more moisture.  This will be a more labor
intensive project that could use several persons with strong backs to help dig out the area.

If you are interested in helping maintain this garden, we meet in the morning of the last Saturday
of each month.  Our winter hours are 9 – 11 a.m.  Bring gardening tools, gloves, a hat, and wear
closed-toed shoes.  We will provide breakfast snacks and coffee.  We would love to have you come
and join us on January 27 or February 24, 2018.

Pam’s Tip

I like to use winter months to survey my landscape and take note of what is working and what
might need to be changed.  I also like to consider how the landscape is friendly to wildlife since
Brooker Creek Preserve bounds our back yard.  The University of Florida/IFAS website has a
compendium of great publications regarding landscaping for wildlife available on the Internet at:

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_landscaping_for_wildlife.
Whether you wish to start small and just add a few wildlife friendly plants or you are thinking of
redoing your landscape, you will be able to find good ideas in these publications.  Keep in mind that
pollinators are wildlife too!  Happy Gardening.

An Invitation from Barry
Barry Andress, our Golf Cart Guy, invites you to take a tour with
him in the golf cart along the paved 2-mile driveway loop at
Brooker Creek Preserve. The golf cart provides a quiet ride and a
new way to see the beautiful landscape and possibly some wildlife.
Barry knows some natural history and Preserve history, and is
happy to share his knowledge with you. Please email Barry to set up
a date and time: alfabarry3@gmail.com.
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Friends of Brooker Creek
Preserve Readers Club
By Jon Burr

The last two Reader’s Club meetings
have been -- as usual -- spirited,
informative and rewarding. We have
a good group with room for more.
We have learned to tolerate each other’s various quirks and very much enjoy our hour or so
together each month. So much for the promotional stuff.

In November, we discussed “Death in the Everglades” by Stuart B. McIver. The book was
about the murder of Guy Bradley in south Florida in 1905, “America’s first environmentalist
martyr”. The man who shot him pretty much admitted he did it but was acquitted anyway. The
scourge of plume hunters in Florida at the beginning of the Twentieth Century and their
relentless slaughter of birds was not really a big deal to most people then. And it was the only
means of subsistence for some. (You know, JOBS.) So it didn’t seem too surprising that the
shooting death of someone who stood in the way of this enterprise was not an offense that
anyone should be guilty of. however, events fairly quickly occurred that led to the ending of
the plume hunting practice. The book was well written. The discussion was collegial.

In December, everyone very much enjoyed the collection of writings gathered by Susan
Cerulean, Janisse Ray, and Laura Newton titled “Between Two Rivers: Stories From the Red
Hills to the Gulf.” Cerulean and Ray, two of these author/editors, are worth a visit to your
favorite search engine. Newton is not as well known yet.  Although I missed it, I understand
they gave a talk here at the Preserve several years ago.  I am very much taken by the writings
of Janisse Ray. I have most of her books. She is what I would call “A South Georgia Treasure,”
better yet, a universal one.  In April, we’ll be reading one of Janisse’s books.  We all
seemed…charmed… by these stories. One of our club stalwarts thought the term “spiritual”
very much applied to this collection. While we all agreed most of them were recollections of
enjoyable episodes there was a sadness implicit in how unrepresentative of the real concerns of
the vast majority of most people living in that region.

Next year starts with a bang. (Bad taste?) We are reading anything by or about that
sometimes-Florida-resident, Ernest Hemingway. Please take a look at the reading list for the
first half of 2018 under the Quick Links: Brooker Reading Club at
www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org.

Please join us. The requirements are minimal: curiosity and a willingness to participate in, or at
least tolerate, wry humor. 9:30, conference room Brooker Creek Preserve Ed Center, first
Saturday of the month.

Photo by Karl Nichter
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Volunteer News and More!

By Julia Myers, Education Support
Specialist, Brooker Creek Preserve

● Thank You for another GREAT
Year! In fiscal year 2017,
Brooker Creek volunteers contributed 8,194 hours, which is an equivalent of $197,803.16 of
service to our Preserve! On top of that we had 29,528 visitors in the Education Center this year,
a 20% increase from last year! We offered a total of 431 programs reaching 13,258 visitors.
We’ve added three new volunteer led guided hikes to our regular monthly hikes as well as roaming
naturalists on the trails! You all are amazing! Keep up the AWESOME work.

● Don’t forget to “like” Brooker
Creek Preserve Environmental
Education Center on Facebook and
share the page with your friends!
We are also on Instagram now, you
can follow us under
@brookercreekpreserve.

● All active Pinellas County Park and Preserve Volunteers are invited to Pinellas County’s 3R
Volunteer Event-Recognition, Retention and Recruitment! Join us on January 27th from 11am to
2pm in the Magnolia Room at the Florida Botanical Gardens. Lunch will be provided by the
Cabot Cheese Gratitude Grill! If you’ll attend, please RSVP by Jan. 20th to
jskinner@pinellascounty.org. See Julia if you have any questions.

● We are kicking off January with some wonderful programs, be sure to check out the January
schedule, it is jam packed! There will be new programs as well as a new Junior Naturalist hike
for 8-14 year olds starting in January. Cheers to 2018!!

If you would like to join our active
volunteer group at Brooker Creek
Preserve, please call us at (727)
453-6800.

Hike guide trainees, Dec. 3, 2017
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Board of Directors
Officers
Chair: Cathie Foster
Vice Chair: Robert Burkard
Secretary: Pam Brown
Treasurer: Jane Myers

Directors:
Beekeeper: Robert Burkard
Business: Barbara Hoffman
Communications: Julie Wade
Fall Wildflower Festival: Cathie Foster
4th Grade Coordination: Chuck Parsons
Grants: Allyn Childress
Guiding Documents: Walt Hoskins
Land Use: Dr. Craig Huegel
Music in the Woods: Jane Myers
Nature Store: Kathleen Nichter
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Craig Huegel
Night Hikes: Mark Yeager
Owl-O-Ween:  Barb Hoffman
Publicity: Barbara Schultz
Return the Preserve Work Days:

Evan Earle, Jr.
Wilderness Trail - Dr. Craig Huegel
Wildflower Garden: Pam Brown
Wildlife Safari – Cathie Foster

Further Leadership
Accountant:  Bob Host
Book Club: Jon Burr & Kathleen Nichter
Gallery Curator - Lynn Whitelaw
Membership: Jeff Myers
Newsletter Publisher: Cathy Vogelsong
Website Master: Cathy Ordiway

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve:
www.FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
Email: fobcp@tampabay.rr.com
Voicemail: (727) 934-2680

Brooker Creek Preserve:
Phone: (727) 453-6900
Website: www.brookercreekpreserve.org
Brooker Creek Preserve Environmen-
tal Education Center is located at 3940
Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, Florida,
34688.  Phone: (727) 453-6800
Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am - 4pm,  Sun., 11am
- 4pm.
Friends Nature Store is located in the
Education Center.  Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am
- 4pm,  Sun., 11am - 4pm.
Preserve Hiking Trails open 7 days a
week, 7:00am to 30 minutes before sun-
set. Closed the day after Thanksgiving
and Dec. 25.
Horse Trails open 7 days a week, all year,
sunrise to sunset.

This newsletter is published every other
month. Please submit articles to News-
letter Editor Dr. Craig Huegel (727) 422-
6583 or email Huegelc55@aol.com

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve - Mission
Statement: The mission of the Friends of
Brooker Creek Preserve is to provide public
support for the Preserve through fund raising,
volunteer programs, and education to ensure that
the Preserve remains a natural wilderness for
future generations.

Pinellas County PCR Mission statement:
The mission of the Parks and Conservation
Resources Department is to maintain and
protect the inherent value of the County’s
natural, cultural and recreational resources
through sustainable access, education, and
stewardship that enhance quality of life for
our community and future generations.

Registration Info: FEID #59-3302182 tax-exempt, non-profit corporation
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (1-800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NUMBER

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve – Land Use
Position Statement: The Friends of Brooker
Creek Preserve support land uses within the
boundaries of Brooker Creek Preserve which
have a main purpose that furthers the
preservation, conservation, restoration or
protection of the land and resources of the
Brooker Creek Preserve.
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